
 

What is it? 
 

 Schoolwide programs are required to implement effective preschool transitioning programs in order to 
make sure that students who are entering the school are prepared for the kindergarten curriculum. 

 In addition, under the No Child Left Behind Act, schoolwide programs are now given specific permission 
within the law to use their funds to establish or enhance pre-kindergarten programs for children below 
the age of six, including Even Start and Early Literacy programs.   

 All schoolwide programs should have a strong plan for connecting with preschool-aged children, 
including providing training and information to their parents and/or involving local preschool teachers in 
the design and implementation of the schoolwide plan.   

 Schoolwide schools should consider operating their own preschools or designing academically focused 
programs at the school aimed at preschool-aged children.   

 Use the “What does a preschool transitioning program look like?” handout included in this workbook to 
get ideas as to how to approach this requirement.  Remember that simply hosting a once a year open 
house for parents and preschoolers does not suffice for meeting this requirement. 

Documentation 
 

 If a school decides to operate a preschool program, documentation could include the curriculum of that 
program. 

 Regardless of whether a schoolwide school chooses to implement its own preschool program, connect 
with other local preschools, or design some other form of transitioning program, it is REQUIRED that 
schools do something to transition students into kindergarten besides simply hosting a once a year 
visitation to the kindergarten classroom.  Whatever you do, make sure to maintain some type of 
documentation of your program.  Keep track of any mailings that go out or have sign in sheets for 
professional development activities involving preschool parents or for attendance of parents at any type of 
activity. 

  Use the documentation tool included in this workbook to record the activities that you have designed for 
transitioning preschool-aged students.  The tool also includes some questions that require you to 
document how you connect with both preschool teachers and preschool parents.  

 

Other resources 
 

 Policy Brief - "High Quality Preschool: Why We Need It and What It Looks Like"—
http://nieer.org 
 Quality Preschool Education Pays Off—http://nieer.org 
 Improving Children’s Readiness for School: Preschool Programs Make a Difference, but 
Quality Counts! —http://www.sreb.org/programs/srr/pubs/ImprovingReadiness.asp 

 Reading Rockets:  Launching Young Readers—www.readingrockets.org 

Starting Out Right:  A Guide to Promoting Children’s Reading Success— 
www.nap.edu/books/0309064104/html/index.html 

http://nieer.org/
http://nieer.org/
http://www.sreb.org/programs/srr/pubs/ImprovingReadiness.asp
http://www.readingrockets.org/


What does an effective preschool transition program look like? 
 
 

If your school area has a local private or public preschool… 

 Preschool teachers are invited and encouraged to participate in all 
professional development events, including ongoing study groups. 

 Preschool teachers participate in all curriculum work with the local school.   

 The preschool curriculum is aligned to the school’s curriculum. 

 The preschool program has a checklist of skills that must be reached by the 
end of the preschool program.  Preschool teachers and early elementary staff develop the 
checklist. 

 The preschool teacher maintains a portfolio of progress for kindergarten teachers.  The 
portfolio is reviewed several times during the school year. 

 Preschool and kindergarten teachers meet several times throughout the school year to discuss 
the academic achievement of students, modify curriculum, and set academic progress goals 
for students.  

 Preschool teachers and kindergarten teachers conduct the first parent-teacher meetings 
together. 

 Preschool students visit the kindergarten classroom several times during the spring of their 
last year of preschool. 

If your school area does NOT have a local private or public preschool… 

 Connect with Head Start programs or Even Start programs. 

 Conduct a screening before kindergarten begins to learn about the skills of 
students who will be entering kindergarten. 

 During the year before kindergarten, invite parents with children of 
preschool age into the kindergarten classroom at least once per month.  
Provide family literacy activities to prepare students and parents for kindergarten. 

 Present checklists to parents of preschoolers that they can use to work with their children at 
home to prepare them for kindergarten.   

 Have a program throughout the school year for preschool-aged children.  Consider hosting 
“day camps” with a clear academic focus for these children for several weeks during the 
summer. 

 Create a process for going out to the homes of preschool-age children wherein parents and 
children learn about what they should know before kindergarten begins and where teachers 
can learn about the readiness of these children. 



DDooccuummeennttiinngg  PPrreesscchhooooll  TTrraannssiittiioonniinngg  

 
DATE  TRANSITIONING ACTIVITY 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

School Year:  _______________

Respond to each of the following that occurred in your schoolwide program: 
How have you involved local preschool teachers in the professional development available at your school? 
 
 
 
How have you worked to assure alignment of the preschool curriculum to kindergarten and lower elementary 
curriculum? 
 
 
 
How do you connect with preschool-aged children in your school district? 
 
 
 
Do you have a checklist of skills that the preschool teachers use to measure readiness of preschool children for 
kindergarten? 
 
 
Do parents of preschoolers as well as daycare providers in the school’s attendance area have a checklist of 
skills to prepare their children to attend kindergarten? 
 
 
 
Do you host any academic programs for preschool-aged students? 
 
 
 
 
 Form Completed by (list all)::  _______________________________________________________________________
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